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word for it, he had no reasons to " complain of either
fate or men/' "A young man of passable appearance
and some show of talent, who arrives in Paris," says the
author of the Confessions, "is sure of being well
received. / was: although it did not lead to great
things." It led, at any rate, to his reading a memoir to
the Academy of Science upon his new system of musical
annotation; to many compliments: and a certificate
accorded him by the Academy ; and, of especial import-
ance, it led to visiting amongst academicians and men
of science and men of letters, which gained him the
acquaintanceship of the intellectual leaders of the epoch;
so that, as he says himself, when he became one of them,
he did not enter their ranks as a stranger. Then,
through the interest taken in him by two duchesses
(Duchess de Besenval and Duchess de Broglie), he ob-
tained the post of secretary to the French Ambassador
at Venice. The ambassador, M. de Montaigu, behaved
badly to him ; but during his stay in Venice, Rousseau
formed many honourable friendships, and he returned
to Paris conscious, he says himself., that he possessed
some talent. Others also showed themselves conscious
of it. In 1745 Voltaire wrote to him about certain
alterations in music and words of the Princesse de
Navarre, which through the influence of the Due de
Richelieu had been entrusted to Eousseau, 15th Dec.,
1745.

" You unite, sir/' wrote Voltaire, " two talents which
until now have existed separately. Here are two good
reasons for me to esteem you, and to desire to love you.
I am only sorry that you should have to employ these
talents on a work which is hardly, I fear, worthy of them.
Some months back, M- le Due de Richelieu ordered me
to produce, in the twinkling of an eye, a small and bad
sketch of some insipid scenes, which had to be fitted on
to a musical accompaniment not made for it. I obeyed
him literally. I wrote these scenes very quickly and
very badly. I sent this wretched sketch to M. dee, too, if we take his own
Grimm's side, and averted the exposure, which seemedript was written by Madame d iLpmay
